Penetration to the aortic wall by a metallic airway stent. A successfully treated case with left pneumonectomy and aortic repair.
Metallic airway stents were used widely at the beginning of airway stent use, but an accumulation of cases has revealed complications due to their use. A patient who received a Gianturco Z stent for bronchial tuberculosis suffered massive haemoptysis due to stent migration into the aortic wall. Left pneumonectomy with aortic repair was successfully performed. We suggest that metallic stents should not be used for benign airway palliation, as they may later cause life-threatening complications.